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THE ELBRUS DECLARATION

We, the representatives of a number of Caucasian non-governmental organisations, having
met in the Russian town of Nalchik at the foot of Mount Elbrus between 19 and 26 July 1998,
have established the Caucasian Forum of non-governmental organisations. In view of the
fact that many of today’s problems in the Caucasus stem from the insufficient development of
civil society and the isolation of the peoples of the Caucasus, the Forum will adopt the
following objectives:

e to strengthen trust and improve communication between the peoples of the Caucasus
to revive Caucasian culture

e to provide support for joint civil projects aimed at promoting tolerance, improving the
level of political culture, raising civil awareness, reviving the traditions of peaceful
coexistence and overcoming ethnic hatred and prejudice.

The main aims of the Forum shall be:

to ensure the possibility of regular contact and dialogue in the Caucasus
to establish an effective communication network between all participants of the Forum
to provide support for, and develop NGO activity

to provide support for specific projects elaborated in accordance with the main areas of
activity of the Forum.
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The founding meeting of the Forum established a steering group which will coordinate the
future activities of the Forum.

The Forum shall be open to non-governmental organisations representing all regions and
peoples of the Caucasus and which share the main aims and areas of activity of the Forum.

The Forum would also like to express its concern in connection with the growing tension in a
number of regions of the Northern Caucasus and thinks it necessary to search for means to
stabilise the situation in the Caucasus.

The founding session of the Forum was made possible thanks to the Confidence-Building Programme for
Georgians and Abkhaz financed in part by TACIS, and with the assistance of the international conflict resolution
NGO International Alert.

Nalchik, Dolina Narzanov hotel, 24 July 1998.

Founders of the Forum:

George Khutsishvili,

Manana Dardzhania

The International Center on Conflict and Negotiation, Tbilisi
Manana Gurgulia,

Diana Kerselian
The Civic Initiative - Man of Future foundation, Sukhum



Inga Tuzhba
Journalist, Sukhum

Anton Ivanov
Independent expert in conflict prevention, London

Natella Akaba
The Centre for Human Rights and Support for Democracy in Abkhazia, Sukhum

Nodar Sardzhveladze
The Foundation for the Development of Human Resources, Thilisi

Alan Parastayev,
Dmitry Medoyev
The South Ossetian Centre for Sociological and Political Research, Tskhinval

Mikhail Beroshvili
The Foundation for Solidarity of the Peoples of the Caucasus, Thbilisi

Nana Devdariani
The Union of Women’s Organisations of Georgia, Tbilisi

Elmira Alekperova
The Centre for Development Programmes, Baku

Alexander Dzadziev
The Centre for Sociological and Humanitarian Research, Vladikavkaz

Eldar Zeinalov,
Zaliha Tagirova
The Azerbaijan Centre for Human Rights, Baku

Levan Mikaa,
Abessalom Lepsaya
The Apeypsh Society, Sukhum

Alexander Kukhianidze
The International Association for Caucasian Regional Research, Thilisi

Roman Dbar
The Apsabara ecological society of Abkhazia, Sukhum

Guram Odisharia
Writer, Thilisi

Nikolos Machavariani
Telejournalist, Thbilisi

Ara Nedolyan
Gnosis journal, Yerevan

Oleg Damenia
Master of Philosophy, Sukhum and Maikop

Zaur Borov,

[bragim Gukemukh,

Aslan Mirzoyev

The Institute for Humanitarian Research, Nalchik



Enver Kisriev
Sociologist, Makhachkala

Kheda Abdulaeva
The Institute of Humanitarian Sciences of the Chechen Republic, Grozny

Dina Alborova
The Norwegian Refugee Council

Batal Kobakhia
The Centre for Humanitarian Programmes, Sukhum



	Elbrus Declaration July 1998 Eng.pdf (p.1)
	Elbrus Declaration July 1998 Eng 2.pdf (p.2)
	Elbrus Declaration July 1998 Eng 3.pdf (p.3)

